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	Ref No.:

	Interviewee Surname: Smith
	Interviewee Forename: Christopher John Judge 

	Date of birth: 1948
	Sex: M

	Mother’s name: Phoebe Smith
	Father’s name: Professor Brian P. Smith

	Mother’s Profession: None
	Father’s Profession: Management Consultant

	Siblings:  Only child

	Marital status: Co-habiting
	Religion: Atheist

	Children:  No Children

	School/Training:  Harrow Preparatory School

Oundle Public School

Manchester University

	Occupational history:  Architectural Assistant

Musician

Lyricist

Treasurer of Kibbo Kift Foundation

	Place of birth:  Whitehaven, Cumberland
	*Dates covered: 1948 - present

	*Dates of recording, Compact flash cards used, tracks (from – to): 11/01/17, track 1

Location of interview: 

Interviewee’s Home, Street, Somerset.  

Name of interviewer:  Annebella Pollen

Type of recorder: 

Recording format: 

Total no. of tracks: 1

Mono or stereo:  Stereo 

Total Duration: (HH:MM:SS)  

 2:58:53

	Additional material:   



	Copyright/Clearance:  



	Interviewer’s comments:  

 


	Christopher John Judge Smith

Example of interview:
(This is only part of the summary)

Christopher John Judge Smith [JS] born in 1948 in Whitehaven, Cumberland [England]. Father was Engineer. Both sides of family from Woolwich. Father made guns at Woolwich Arsenal during Second World War. Father Brian P. Smith, later Professor Brian Smith [BS], Mother; Phoebe Smith [PS] known as ‘Tiny’. Family moved around often. Father career in Management Consultancy. Mother didn’t work. JS only son. Sent to boarding school in Harrow, later Oundle public school, Northamptonshire. Oundle had reputation for engineering. ‘Fagging, cold baths, all the rest of it’. JS wanted to go into the arts [film]. First film [Horror genre] won award at National Film Institute, 1967.  Enjoyed rock and roll music at school. Parents met in Gilbert and Sullivan Society. Father loved Jazz. Leaving school with ‘indifferent’ A Levels. Travelling to America by cargo boat. ‘Summer of Love’. Meeting ‘Country Joe and the Fish’ band. Staying with Janis Joplin’s clothes designer. 

[09.09] Attending Manchester University studying Drama. Meeting Peter Hamill; folk singer. Started band together – ‘Van Der Graaf Generator’. JS was drummer and sang.  Mentions bands visiting Student Union. Weird music selling. Song writing. Signing to record company. Mentions Graham Bond. Quincy Jones. Group formed in 1967, JS left year later. Return to America. Interested in Scientology. JS worked at Scientology establishment in Tottenham Court Road [London]. Travels on Hubbard ship sailing round Africa [17.15]. Mentions reasons for joining and leaving Scientologists. Mentions Maxwell Hutchinson [MH] and JS working for him [architecture practice]. MH becoming President of Royal Institute of British Architects [RIBA]. Mentions other bands JS played in. Becoming architectural assistant. Further bands JS in including ‘The Modern Beats’ circa 1974. Writing opera on ‘Fall of the House of Usher’. 

[28.15] Move to Norfolk. Mentions Lene Lovich [LL] and writing songs for her. JS Stage career and freelancing. Writing concept Rock Opera album with MH on Kibbo Kift [31.20]. Mentions meeting theatre director Chris Parr. Invited to tea with John Hargrave [JH], founder of Kibbo Kift. MH and JS played rough version of Kibbo Kift show to JH. Show premiere in Edinburgh 1976, JH attended. Critics quite pleased. Comments on cast of show. Performance at Sheffield Crucible Theatre directed by comedian Mel Smith. Mentions film JS made - ‘The Brass Band’ in early 1970s. Film won awards. Commenting on music; ‘I never sold my soul, cos no one offered to buy it’ [49.15]. Success not good for the character.
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