


frf lr iscr '- i  ! , i  ot '  tar,e,::J'  *". r#ff,  )+ r,erl .  i . iugt,rr i  . i ioiad, U,1 /. @
f  was,born i"n Glenthorne Roed. i , /u l thar irstow, near St" Junes Streret 6.rea, This

cottv* i-sr l t ion rcl* tes' to St.  Jaines i i t reet rurr i .  the a/ea as I  renember i t  J l r"on 1911 onwards.
P;'issing tlrougfr st' Jrlmes street rccently they vrere rlenofishing an oltl lruilej.ipg arxl as
lhey wqre teklrrg tlre bricks down u*ltx; nrio tu'rcoverecl ei sign, striting it was Everetts
lr t r ' l i t r r ] ,  vrhic[r  to my rn: i"nci  was the f in.r ] .  $currc,  thc cncl  of  a thr iv ing ( :onurrunity. ,  g.rat
; : '  : t ister l  in t t rat  part  of ' "5t ,  Jarnes: i t re*t ,  when Evur '* t ; ts stores wirr i  a large par. t  of
;r ' r" i  -1 ,  r ' t 'ot l l  the year ' , t l '  1911 did. 1; ,rr t . io ' ip ir te in ' t$ vr ' r l<irr ; . i  in i l re butchcrs shop there
l is i i  t roy frour that t ' i rne onwarcls '  I i ' rom th: st i iLt l*rn,rr .c l i  through to t l re beginning ot '
fl i i ir 'kltouse ftoa'd it wi,l 's i) very bursy sliop;;ing irreir, on tht: sl-ation sid"e it vras l.jr-ned lyi-th
,.;t;r"l-ls f'or many.year$trf) to the benrt by ttre Co:ili] *rrd" fiors*ri. These sta.Lls il.rid shops i_
' i r ic lut lelql  ureist  of  the: 'eqr-r i . rements for the housqwif 'e rrs i t  was mostLy th* cust 'm of. the d.ay
1'or tliel wife to go ou1; and buy ttre cl.ayn dlrii iers ever.;y day, as the days of the t.rid.ge'r ' r ' * i ro 

non*sxistan-h, *nd in th.r t  1:art  of '  st .  J*me,. ;  $trer: t ,  t i re .r .eal  nf fJne, Saint Jamesl
: i t reet,  there were stsl ls ; rnl  shops I ' , r r  everything, includi.ng butchers, l indn J,or.' rvt) i r r1 gr leengrocery, hc,usehold good"s, ; rrrd groceriesr r :abbit  stal ls,  $aA stal . is,  and
c' : t l ters" ' lhe mai-n shop f ' ronts w(j fe.Hvir-utts,  with stal l .s in the k*,rb, a couple of.  which
lvi : ' r :e loi lg egs cascs on t |estIcs. These vrere nbout J ' i .ve f 'ee1; long, two J,oot wj.c le,  s lat ted
r-Lnil f ' j ' l led vvj"th white t}cr,ij i i pircked irr sh;rvings i'or Fr.otecti,rn"'i lLputecl to be 1mportecl. fron s
china" lvhethe:"{-* ' 'ou*" t i i **  r t , ,ot ,  t } iey rocrn sol .d i : . t  s ixpence per t i .ozen- The whole
scurrd or '  t l r l i " t  par ' t  ot '  Jaune:u ,- i  Lreet f ' rorn t f r .  str i t  iun h:rck t ; r :  the Co*ch and ]{orse$ na.s
'r lir:s$ d'rcil, lr'nd rt;il ictreriri6 .it^s ea.r).y days l,ri Nh ilre lrr:r"se trafric anql the ol)en to'
t rgrus to i 'ea I l r i "c l6o Roacl t i rere wa.s arwi lys mcving act iv i . ty i lnd.;r .  mo,st regul*r  t ransport
s*r:v ice f 'c i r  t l t t l } l reol ;)e vr l rc were l iv ' ing;11o116: t i rc l iarkhluse Road are.a. r  rnent iorr  t rams as
no buses wert; able to get und'el the bridge urrti.-i. ti:e rosd, wns lorvered" rvhen t'e trams were
t: iken of l i  by t i :e counci. l -  lv i ro. t"un ths transport  system, I t  seems y{ror ig th$t t } iat  area
Jur ref 'err i"ng t ;o is no uror"e than wh;i t  ser:m$ l ,JelPres ed;rrca wtren in the old da,ys i t  was
ir tlrri 'ving p'g]'ce. By tlie si-de of the statj-on t.ilere ruas il cinen;1, st. Janesr cinena,
i in i i  in i ts ear ' ly d ' i iys of the sirent f i . lns weI l  sur; l ,orted.,  then on the c 'rner shop by
tlrr': a-Lley that learils to l3runrrer Roil0, wa.s Brirli;ls cheruist, which wii$ very popular with
t i ter pubric '  rn mentionir ig t l ie a} ley r  must 'ecal l  i ts most useJ.ur l  purpo$* serve4 w;ts' t r ' r  cut t iu 'ough tcr tho co- l l iers Brewery. i* '  B^irrr :er.  Roari th;et was worki 'g prod. ic ing coJ. l . iers
^l t  arrd t i ic mri l . ! : : i 'ng str t t :J. i  wi ls a nice . : rngcl- l  wi , ich wa:;  i r l l i r r .cciateo iry 

"o*u 
peopLe a'd.

h*terJ b-y othels, also "tfrer l-ittle public hous{l, tire Fl"irrce oil i{a}es alwaye known ou;l{!e
"{r t t 'ur1 becaust '  r- l f  j '  t : r  l r ie ieaway pc.rsi  t iorr  1 'ni '  t i r . , ,  i , i r i r - .s tv I) i rssenger.s of,  the ci ty ,"or.r ,  .( in thg other corner of ' t t re a1ley was ca.1]-9r1 thr: 'w,*1king rourid shopl r io { :al led. because
l ' t r"ey so- ld a'Ll  sorts oJ'"wo*kir ig class ciothing i . l*d to be a custorr i r l r  yo. entered a opsn
'i'r 'on'bed* ileep' shop with all the artic,{d1;l 1'tir sa.le iranging; 1n line f,ron j;j ie f,r.ont to the bac
t: f ' t l t*  l i l io l : '  ' I l ' r ' ic ga l ; i r t lk t r i  t t r , - ,  l . ru"fc lrer"s that l . r i . is r ih jxt  i loon t* sveretts stcires? no,
i7 si ,"  J;rmes, $t: 'cet,  i -*  1( i1 1 r i -s r  mentio*er i ; I  gr:r ;  hrre j 'b r , : { ,  wr\ ,k*nn\roy tnere" .r*o or
riry brothe"r's irad been tire re bel'ore ur,j whcn on l e,vlng scirool tr,*y pasled on to f,rrll-time
wi ' : : -krthi .s mean't  rne gdring tv iro evenings rr  vr, :ck to cut newsl j : rper. into sheets f .or wrapping at
t i t ' :  ecunter.  I lh is was done over the shop in a l ' jve t 'oot high att ic,  so wherr you got



tu 'et t ler l  you worked si t t ing on t l re shrp cei l ing, i i . i id for ' two or threc hou-ns sert  and.
slit re&rss of Lloyd.s news wit;h a lolig skew*r til l you hed staok for the weekcnrL arrd courrter
'J'fie st&ck of paper resulting wa three o-r:' four feet .high, even that was berely enough as
very  l i t t le  g re t r .seproo: f  v /c : . 'uged in  thoso days  w i t l i  n ica t  a t  a  p r ice  to  su i t  u ros t  peop leS

J)u}'se, frolo th.e ileat f-rom tup|ence h;rppeny to one'stril l ing a p,ound, then on saturd.ay
t i . , ;  boys. iob, that was ne, wari  to dcl" iver.  the c;rclcrs.  there was a sol" id tyrcd box
t ryc ic le  and a  t rades [ ] r los  b ike .  These were  too  f i r rg r :1 'o r  an  e leven year  o ]d  a rnc l  the
t 'ourteen year old f 'u i [L t ine boy uset l  t ] rem so i t .wirs m.:  walking with a leLrge busket,
t 'u l l -  o f  d i f l ' e ren t  jo i r i ' bs ,  h " r l f  bu ,n t  over  rv i t i r  lhc  wc igh t ,  and res t i r rg  i t  on  the5 ip .
I t  wir .s a relei f '  when you could when you could s*:ncl  up str .aight and rest;  at  a cot. fee
lr l iop oc stal tr  on the way br ick with a penriy cup o1' tea, i - r-ncl  a penny piece or '  , fot tenham

ciilrs. Mos'b Sa.turday at'tenloons wiri', a 1.ar:ge oxilor. for The Grange, fire bi-g hor.istl inside fsiflt
i i : t let  Ro:rt l .  This meant a tram r id.e t ' rom St.  J irmes' Street stat ion, usual ly I  could" put
the baslcet with the trtrrm d.river',ttan" 1'ront, and get a sert wherc f coull see it, the
i"rre half  pence each wa$. At the end of tne tr iLmline at lVoi:cester Road, that was vrhere
Llre rur; i - l -  scene began i l r td on a winters night wes real blee"k, but in the sruruuer t inrc
rvas as good a country walk as anlrwhere in xngland. Liy walk fr .om the tram storr worr ld be h€,
lr i t rd" to imrrgine these cial '5 1'o" at the en<i ot ' the track was t i re beginning of t .  real  d":r t
ru*cl '  - [ rnagine vr* lk ing along l ] i l let  J,ane yr:ars berore thc Coonci l  houses vrere buj l t ,
Lhcre vlr j re one or two large l touses in t i reir  own f l round.s fr .otr  t ] re start  of '  t .e l - ; ine .  Trees
eiverhurig and kept out the sunl ight ancL there .r ,vas r leep di tch on ei ther sic ie of the rgad..
1l ' i r+ streut l iSht ing which vras mir intaineci  t r l , the , ' {al thiunstovr Urbalr  Rural_ Distr ict
Counc i l  wc ; re  o i l  lamls .  - [  ment ion  too  in the  iv : r l ] l  up  to  thc  d" r i ve  to  the  d ,oon o t . the
Gr"arn6e always 3ot the d.o6s barking lih. a nict; olcl lady rvith a tip 1'or tirc boy etlways
sr:nt him back ' lown t tre ]ane with a whist ln ancl a tram r ide"back to St.  J; .rmes Sl;reet.
l ly the t inre I  returned to the shop i t  wac about evening t inre, that was thc t in ier thl t  the rc
i r ' r ' ea  w i l : ;  ge t t i ;ng  busy .  A  sa tur i l r ry  n igh t  w i ,s  th t :  t jn re  most  peop le .s ta r ted  t t re i r .ucekend,
slroppi 'ng and the butehers wcre cletr .r ing out their  r .emaj-r i ing st  ocks of neat,  se1]" ing off
chcpp artd'  st ,  James l i t reet and Higi i  Strr : t r t  were al ive vr i th peop1,e. the str i l ls v, ,ere now
il lumirrerted'  not with electr i"c i ty but with pi ,Lrre.f in f lares hanging fr .on the top of. the
' i t i ' ] l ,  t tnd'  lvhat a nasty smel-1 there was vrht:n the lv ind- b- l  e ' ,v one out.  My t ine i rs i i  butchers-Dui 'c l ] ' r ' : ied 

on for nre to becorne the+ van dr iv.rr  an. i  car.r i r . : r  f 'or the sa-nre i . . i  ru,  n;rn:cl ,y
' ; "H .  Ba l ;s  d 'Co.  fo r  t l r r :  nex t  t l ' l t ' n ty  f i ve  y r ;a rs ,  i iu t  my record ing  o f ' the  J i r .n r . :s  S t r .c . : t
,rt'ea' arrd' its people of that tiltrerarirl f hope future pr,,i1nnin6 authoritj.es c;rr rr:s,tore that
: t t 'ea to t i rer c lose krr i t  corununity t i iat  i t  r r , i1s wi i r :n j  t  rv i is cerrtred c.r .or ini l  . thc rro*
c l  r ' t0o l i s j l ( rd  S t '  Jan ie . ' i  Ch i . r rck r  w l te rc  t l r *  l cc i r l . :  rve j . ' i . c lu . i . " ; t cned.  anr l  mar r ied  c , tc .  l r r
r :  los i :nE t i l csc  In6 ,moi rs  th is  j  s  jus t  i ibor r t  s i ; .  Jarncs  l j t re , , t "  , t ,he  o ther  s ic ic  o : ,  t t r . :  a rch
tr- . ,wirr i ls t { i1;h struct,  and the High stre t  is u.noLrr( :r .  sror.}o



U*nn or+ t+
IN'!HI!\ iIDlJ l i l t l{ Mr: AllTllUlt l,YAff Oli '  34, i{ j:. j-LINii ' fu\i l loi lrr rt. N 1?Ttl +UGri!1r_1gzq.

9 n  t  l t o l

Ut*"  L; iyat t  urae 77 at  the t i rue of  t l re  i r r terv iew and g ives h is  renr i r r iscences of  l loe
:fl iglits a,n<l Cobharn Irlyirrl l  Circus, and meruorier; of the t{errshes, Coppernil l Lane
$chool ,  butcherrg businese in t rdal t l rarmstow and e;r r ly  buses.

lNTr: .1(Vt i i l iU l t ;  David l , lander.

lNTr i l tV l8bt i l ( :  You r*ere involved,  I  under$tand,  in  the very ear ly  f l ights that  A.Y.
.Roe took over the marshes and you vatched these. l ' low did you co{ne
to hear about then ?

l.t}(" PY;iTT: l {e l l r  i t  wasnrt  so muc}r  hear ing abeiut  thern as seoing actual ly  r r ' t ra t
'waH goitrg on.

As  a  ch i l d ,  r uos t  o f  n r y  schoo l  r o l i t l ays  v i t h  a l l  t he  o the r  r choo l  boys
erntl girls ir i rny arcar we spent berit pnrt of our tirne r:n thc Lea Slarshesl
et the bottofi of, Coppenlri l l  Larrre, atrid on the rsecond field of the Lea
Merrehco,  arout td wherer  t l re  ra i lw*ry arct res st i l l  ex is t ,  vas or : le  ra i lway
arch that rshett the door$ vere openetl Looked like a gigantic workohop;
rnside wa:i - whatever it rd;rs we dicinr t rearly knorv - it looked ts me
l ike a Inrge k i te  being pre; :arerJ*  I  d ic l r r l t  take a la t  of  not ice.
r supyro,ee my age thEn vas five, six or sevenr rounel abqut. that areal
that wr:,rrld be tr9o6r t9OZ.

, le  t i$e wenL by us k ids r i id  not ice that  whatever  uas being bui l t  ins ic le
t l re areh,  to  us,  as I  say,  Rppearcr l  l ike a large k i te ,  buL soen d iscovered
that  i t  was t l re  bui l i t i r rg ot 'an aerol r lar re,  sonreth ing that  we never  in  our
l i fe  t i rne knew exis ted or  even thouglr t  o f .

i\nd yeru say you vere about five or six ai the tir le, how often \cer€ you
down at the Fiarslres then ? 

'
IllT$liVl$lrthlH:

l*iIt" PY*I]T: I should thinkr cluring the surnmer tif ie always as soon as it uas porsible.
Host of ttrts school rolidays wlrich, in those dayr, weis the couplete month
of Augr**t1 the whole of the ro}:irtaya any tirne we rad to spare was elient
down ttre l{arshes" As kids frqm tlre Colrpennil l Lane arsa we.d take a
bottle of r*ater ancl sorrre trrearcl wrsppecr up in lraper arrd that qrould elo ug
for best part of the day arrcl there on the marr*heg werd opend our time.

The Marshes i r i  that  t inre,  the level  of  t .he l r larshes were a lo t  lower
th*n they are today bec;ruse of  the rubble t l ra t rs  been bui l t  on rerr
f rorn the borrrb in[  has ] i f ted the ] r :ve l  of  the I ' larshes and thry;+re not
tlre sag,le field*l that they urrcel Lo be" fn those days they werrl real
$renny lush f ie lde and at  lcast  twice of  the year  the grass used to be
cut for'- th{l lrorstes and ,all t,hat irr t l-re area anEl our ki<Is sperrt rrrost of
ttreir t irne playirrg aborrt in the h*ry *k:wn there" trt rras a real. hay-
f ie tc l*

As tinr* verrt by eind r+e ko1rt, novsing in the arch wh*re tlre plane wae
lre ing l ru i l t ,  wo d id eventuatr ly  f i r rc t  that  i t  wau going to be an
ereroplane a.nd havilrg read j.n th*r loc*ll lC;rlth;un Forest review of the
request for some iclea of rgcognition of the aeroplane I dirj think it
nr ight ' r re pQssib le to have $of te sor t  of  prr in t ing by ar t  c laeges or  ot t rer

l

. . r . - . . / e .
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peopl* irr t ire area, of t lrc area where the errtist did exiet arxl
prraps a l r ic ture of  the p lane being sent  around the p laces r*here the
pairrt is teiJting prace and a picture of the plane superim$)osed sn
t h u  t o p .

' lfhat 
wirs the hangar &r$& like }lr. Py:rtt, when you were rou4d there

a s a k i d ?

'l{ell1 
it was l ike what r 'y shccl i.s tr:day - fur} of rubbish, ' lo mo

it looked like a lot of rubtrish br-rt it was aII sticks anrd ruireo and
'whaterper the plerne was ruacle of hras large por'[ iorrs of rtrc]od - I ply
d idnr t  ex is t  in  those days, ,  but  i t  rvets sor t  of  cane st ru 'bs wi th a
skitr ovor t,he top tt ieit was coated r*ith sorne sort of process tf iat in
those dayu I  lad no idea r*hat  i t  real ly  was.

' l{as there muctr equilxrent availabler , toors an'cl benches and things ?

hle l , l t  there were lo ts  of  b i ts  a i rd p ieces ly i i rg  about  but  in  my t laye
of  what l  f ive or  whatever  €roe r  was,  r  renl ' ly  d ic lnr t  take a rot  of
r rot ice of  that  sor t  of  t l i ing.  To me i t  just  looket l  a  rnan occug:y ing
tris t irue in a l;rrge worhshop,

l low many Feople were there hanging a l rqut  the x i te ,  actual ly  vgrk i r tg
on the plane or pushing it wlren you we4t by - roughly ?

r rupposo there v$re t, lrree or four raen ln the areal but 
-as 

far ag
pushirtg tlre Plane was concenrt*d, 1, remeruber pushing out wherr the tirue
h;rd corne for it to be ,noved out of t,he arch,

So you in facf  pushed the p la i ie  out ;  rcady for  a f l ight  ?

frro$r the r€ar, yes, trnd tlr is, rny urernory r*as rather dirs about t i i is
sc l r t  Qf ' th ing,  and I  phorrec l  rny brot ,her  r*hors thre is  years a lder  thern
ir'rei l iving in l iourneruourh arrd'tol.d hiru that I woqld possibtry com*
ant l  t rave;r  ta lk  about  t . i r is ,  arrd he saia i t  r *as p*r fect ly  t rue,  on
the day that thc plane was 'terken out of the arch - rny father apperegtly
got the irrforrnatiol: front $orne where, aud he took us both dor+n the
l l ; r rs l tes orr  that  par t icurar  t iay,  and nry brot i rer  days t , l ra t  r<;1 le$ were
attached to the plarre anrl l lul l.eil out and I sti} l rerueuber, ar* a, l i icl ,
be ing at  the back wi th t ry  l rarrc le orr  i t  and just  g iv i r rg i t  a  t i t tLe
tnuch- l: 'robabry it never rni,rde.n<-r cliffererrce whatgoever.

lJhat t l id t lre 1.rl;rne actually feel l- ike r+hen yorr touched it i t can
you retne[rber ?

I t rs  so long ago,  t t rat  i t rs  harr -1 ly  possib le for  me to remenr l rer .

IJ ic l  you a.ct r ra l ly  wi tness a f l ight  '?

bly nrernory doegnrt really go bacl<, but ruy brother says he did actuarry
see the, planre corne off the ground. to mo, being so yaung, it w;rs of
tro real irrterest, ag f;;rr as ir,viatiunr s c<]ncerned. I thought it r*as
the case of a rnan sp*ndirrg tir i spare tiroe putting eticks and wires
toge t t i e r .

So wlterr you actually pushetl t i** thing you s;iw it trun<tle on the grougd,
presrllarbly ?

Yes ,  yes .

L l i d  i t  eve r  a t t e rnp t  t o  accua l l y ,  o r  d i t j  i t  seem to  be  l i f t i ng  a  b i t ,

r . ' . . . . , . / 3 -
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or was it jr. lst trundling .rlnrig on the ground ?

I 'o  nry r r r i t rd  i t  rvas s i i l l  go ing a long the grass,  but  r ry  br .other  Fays
that  i : f  r rd s topped there rong enougl i  r rd have ueen i t  l " i f t  o f f .

. * \nd how far  a long d id i t  actual ly  go f ronr  the hangar ?

I  suppose wc pul led i t  out  nf  the ht rngtr r ,  just  c lear
and anqy i t  rnent .  l * t rether  i .b  l i f te* t  o f f  t l ie  ground
krtow, because in rny rnincl I never urrderstoort that it
co( f ineRcstuent  of  arv i : r t ior r .  I  t *9 no idea,  a l l  that
f;rr as translrort wa$ concernecl was r orges and carts,
nr i lk  vanr i .  \

o f  t l re  arches,
I  r ee r l l y  don r  t

was gorlrr{r be the
f kraew al.rout, au

bakersr  c i l r ts  and

I t r s  i n te reu t i ng  t ' ha t  t he re rg  abs ,e lu te l y  no  u ren t i on  o f  g1e  f l i g l r t v
takirrg place in the neb/aipiiprJrs at t lre time, or everr that anybpriy, u,as
actualLy flyirrg on the Flarshes. Htiert, was ttre reaqtion nf your friends
and the people that  you knew, to 'bt r ie  contrapt ion dordn by the Lea l3r idge
area ?

l'/ell, most of ury friends wtlre youilg kids tike myaelf and probalrly t lror.lght
it r+as - I donrt I ' i lq.e to say thire * but prclbably thought it rd.rs a crankrg
idoa of  t ry inq tqr  do eouret l r i i rg  arr . l  get t iug that  to  l i f t  o f f ,  lce kner+
hou rnu<;tt trotlble we hatl witlr ftying kites clswn in the area, but to try
end l i f t  a  g igaint ic  p lerr rn of f  thc ground,  to us,  meant  r roth i r rg*

Now, presr"unably thr :  p lane wa$ i rc t r r r l ly  goi r rg towarc is  the Lea i tse l f
f rorn the l rangars.  l l id  i t  ac 'Lual ry  get  very c lose to the Lea at  a l l  ?

No,  i t  wars going in  the opposi te r j i rect ie in,  r t  run par ; r l le t  wi th the
Lea.  The second f ie l< l ,  as we cal ler l  i t  in  t t rose days,  runs , i lany
lrundrecle of yardo alortgsicle of . t lrr: Lea; ancl it was going towardg the
reservoi r  t t ra t  s t i l l  ex is t ; i  there tor iay.

ca.n.  you rgrnenber at  a l l .  . rnyth i r rg uf  tho p i lo t ,  what  he wae l ike ?

Ilvr* tro fiterirory of ir is actual faciirJ", but I do rernerrrtrer a man si-tt iug
wi t l t  t r i .s  knees in t l ie  a i r ' ;urd,  i rs  aI I  f i rs t  t i rne nrotor ls ts  d i t l  in  t lose
r lays,  r r i t l r  h is  cap on bacl t  to  f rorr t .

As fsr  as av iat io t l r r r  corrcernet l  i t is  develo; rurent  l ras so far$t  af ter  that
incidertt arnd I was Loo yourl{J to unr.lerst;rrrrl i t unti l suclr t inre as
aviat ' io [  real ly ,  to  rny r r r i r r r l  ,  r t id  cr lne in to i ts  or .m,  and nry f i rs t  roal
cor t iact  wi th a"v iat iorr  w;rs  orr  the occ.rs i t rLr  wtrerr  the Alan Cotrharn Fly ing
Circus carrte to Low tlall i , ' ; lr 'rn and t,vo or three planes lanrled on the
&larshet l  -  onu a very largr :  l i la t re -  urrc l  I  was rnarr ied by ther i  arr< l  nry
yowrg sotr  ancl  I  took a f l i .g t r t  t ' i th  t t rc  Ala l  Cobharn Fly ing Circus,  in
one uf  t l te  la test  type l la : rserrger  p l ; r r res,  which i lc i4el t ,a l ly  t64 wicker
seats in it l ike bedroorn chairs, bws on one eide anri cne orr th* silrer.

IN'frl l tVlt i iv'Elt; t low rua'y people did ttr* plane:l holcl ?

pl t { '  I }YAT' I ' ;  r  s t roul t l  t } r i r r lc  round:rbout  twe}ve or  forr r teen and.b l rey w*re a l i .  lscal
?ialtharnstor* peoSrle aflrl orueo wlten we got into ttre air, rr1 erle occasio'
a frietrd of mine aitt ing furt, lrer rlowrri lr* plane turrrerl round to me to
say hel lo  a,nd r  sa id to h i rno r r$ i . t  downr you canr t  do that  j .n  an aergplanc!{
a 'nd i t  vas real lYr  as far ; rs  r  was f ,oncerner l ,  a  real  h is tor ica l  occasion
lrecause sir Alan hirulgelf w;rn tlr* lr i lelt at that particr-tlar t inre and toqk
rrs f*r ;r f:t igtrt ali uvel- th{, loca.l .rrea, i

, , . . . . . " / 4 ,
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INTERVISHER; . So you flew all over Waltharnstow iteelf ?

MR. IIYATT: Yes, yes, right out as far an Bo'rv Church. I stil l remember saeing
Ilow Church from the air.

INTSRVIli l t i lRi l{ere the planes monoplanes of :were tltey 5l-planeo ?

! tR.  pyAf?;  I  rave a feel ing i t  was a b i -p l ; rne -  two *ngine.

^  - - - . - - i ^ - ,  - . ,  - : 1 a -  - , ,  - :  - J -  DInTli l lVIEHERl Two engines - one on either side ?

MR. l,YATti Ye$. A twa engine bi-plane.

INTIiRVIEVDR: How long were you in thc air for ?

MR. pYATf:  Ohr a nrat ter  of  twenty,  t r renty f ive rn inutes,  I  ruppuse,  for  7/6d.  or
thereabouts,

INTttRVIti ltf l Itr That r+as quite good value you felt ?

FIR. pYAttr Oh ye$, yes, wonclerful valus.

INTEhIVIEUDIf; And how m{rny people came to the event ?

I ' l l { .  FYATTT The Fly ing Circus ? Ohf  ihe f ie ld was croyded,  I t . r ryas a real
sorueth ing to go i rnd see -  two or  t t r ree p lanes,  and s incermy last
occasion to stand near a plane was to stand under the Concorde at
the Drrf(rforA Airfield arnd frorn the Concortle at t lt$(gord Airfield
back to the Avro plann dowrr t lre Lea }larshes, to pe, eticks in my
mit rd.

It{TlttlVl$l,lllltr Thank you very much indeed, lnlr. Pyatt.



I t',l'ftillvluHtill:

i ' [1. PYATfT

Il{TllltVIlilrMli:

Ftlt. !)YA'l"l I

lNTrilrvlriulilt:

l.ul. tsYAI'T:

lttT$llVIl-ilrlltlr:

l'ili" PYA'I"|r

INTI;ltVI$h' t,tl:Tll Fft. ;tt(TltUil PYA,rf CUNTt I], * frlb:llull{lt UF tiil.i l"lAlr.hil{U$r COFii!)ttuqILL SCHUUL,
ul,l|Cttsli'5 $usINI'SS IN UALTI{A1,15T0}f & hlAftLy
IJtrrid$ .

r gather you spent a lot of t inre ori the ftnrshes. ri.hat r*ere th'
l larshes l ike in tlrer poriod round about the first l{r:rld i i l :rr, l

T l re i ' larehes,  i r r  the su, i runer  t inre,  were the local  hol i t tay aren.r  of  that
therer$ no doubt '  I4<. is t  farn i l ics th; r t  l ivet t  wi th in the area spent
most  c l f  the i r  1>icnic  days crowr l  there.  l ro l idaysl  peopl"e woule l  r " ra lk
d.w* the j ' larshes ancr s;xntl best. pirrt of the time a*ct the enj.yirnent
gained dorvtr there wari the fact ther-e rvere two lloathouges on th,e Lea
a'd fo.r t lre sethe of ir few col)pers you could rrire a boat artd, for so
tuuclt;rn hour, of csur"ss, arrd sgiend best part, of yer t; i,rue 6or*r-r t,here*

I' lhere were the [loathouses ?

l lown the bot torn,  r ight  down the bot torr t  o f  ther
f thinlt both Uoailrouses do nnt exist rrow,

T l r i s  i r s  Cop l i en , r i l l  Lane ,  i s  i t  ?

lans on the Lea i tse l f "

I N1i'iiRVIIilrJlilt;

l"llt. PYATTT

Yest but wtrere o.e lJoathouse uas is now the i,,rax.i 'a.

And what  were t t r r*  boats l ike,  just  rowing boats ?

$tr ,  just  heavy rowir tg boat ,s l  yesr  buE there were one sr  two fu:cal  c lubg
dowrr there and you coulcr, if you rdere a olub Meurbrer, there rcere sonle
good oilrurnerr down there, you know, roving past with skips. lJut it
was thc ol"l ject of kids of my area to r1o down tlrere wit,h a few copi.rcrs
and f  ave a.  boat  out  arrd ra.ye a real ly  good t ime.

r  under:s tand you went  tn copperrn i r l  school"  t r rhen were you there ?

I  worr t  to  Coppertu i l l  l ,une Scl iool  . in  19o5,  taken i r r to  the Infanl ;sr  scSool  ,and frorrr t ltere trarrgferred to the Boysr ,sctrool . Sven irr thoeg days
thetre were no Junior I ' t ixert" .Frorn thre Infarrtsr sichool girls wel.l tn
the girlsr artt l the boys went to tlre lroysr ancl I suppose it was atrout
the age of  geven I  wetr t  to  the l loys '  School  t rnd was int rot luced to the
f i rs t  teacher,  a $ood o l r l  gentreura^ thst  people that  d id ex is t  i *  my
days,  v i  L  I  reruernber i rs  a Mr.  Starr r l r .

Hhat wns he l ike ?

l le  was a lovely  o ld nr . r r r ,  Iovely  o ld uran.

l{hat tt i.cl he teaclr ?

To the chi ldren -  t l ie  r regi . * i .g  er f  the threc r r isr  r  suppose,  i r rs t  theLreginnirrg of the ttrree tl1*r, ;rncl I rrent there from, Cglipernli l l  1-ngefronr f, jve ti l l  I ver.s fourteerr aLntl ;rt the age of forrrt6:en J left ;rnrl
go t  a  f a i r  ce r t i f j ca te  o . f  e r t uca t i on .

Is there anything you rcl{erirber" atrout the sctronl in particular, arly
litt le i*cide'ts er any sort {if t lr ings arror.rt the schclerl ?

'"-ello 
the whr;le of, ny tirne there l: l ie he*rdrwruLur,,w€rs & Mr, Fteisu, vtrry

seriou*; tvpe 6f urin in fuis day*, trut 1 nul)r)Gse headrnasters are supp$ired
to be ueriuus, they r*ere then.

Dur ing  19111  1  be l i eve  i t  w t r s  1911 ,  w l ren  K ing  George  y ,  i t  vag  r i a

INTli itvI0t,rriil:

irfl{,. rjYAlII:

I f,lTll,ltV IlilrltiR I

}i i i" PYAT?I

L t{TtillVMldIJlt I

Fll{. [1YA1I"1':
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MIt' PYAlt"T;' cor**ati.* I;ay anir ,erlr of i lre lt ids irr the area
pnrt icurar  day on t t re l i rmu r l ray i*g t r ' ierd dor*r r
to free lemonade and cakes and what have yer,

INT'ttRVrhlvElt: y'u r 'ea. that was rots of cfrircrren-r

spent '  the i r  r lay,  that
there and wercl treated

at sonre stage ?

l re i .ng ryorked but  the bui lc t ing was st i l l  i r r

I"IIT* PYAT?:

INTJJRVI Iil./IiIT;

PIlt. laYAltlt i

I N"I'liItVI lil'Jltlt:

l"llt. PYATTT

IN',liilrvIlJhtil{r

I'1II. I}YATT;

INTii l{vItsdr]l i ;

Fllt. 1lY.,11'1"

I I.lTliltVI EldSIi r

i"ll,t. l,YA'f'I;

Oh yes,  the r*hole of  the school .s  in  t l ie  area.

Anrl dii that go trn trl l  r i iry

Yes,  i t  wrs i i  whole d i .y  *  Corr t r . re i t ion Oay in the l l l lus,  arrd whi le  I
t l t i t t rk  of  i t r  the houses t t rat  *n is tet l  c lown there,  the s ide of  the Elms
nnd rlowrr the bottoru of Sancl,r r.;rne, were gorgeous hous{rs.

lChat were the arerr besirlee tlrr* I. lafslrt i:s l ike ? $ere there nr;i.1y houses
round in the ar€a ?

No'  T l rere was just  one or  t *o ho, j **s t lown t t re bot t ,oru of  the lane that
I  bel ieve rad $oute contact  rs i t l r  t i re  reservoj . r  people,  that  was then theI'tetropolitan uater tsoards, and tho crriruney of ihe oJ.d copperruitl, rrrr*
which coppenni l l  g* ts  i ts  r ranne -  coppenui l l  r ,ane -  s t i l r  u* i " to ,  tn"
chimney th;rt lras used for t lre coppernrilrr h4latever wa,s done tlrere"

?hat  was st i l l  be ing worked

lr leJ.  I ,  I  woulr inr t  say i t  was
exi  s terrce.

Anrt  d id you r r rork locaLly af ter  you lef t  school  ?

Yes, I tsas the younges! of f ive brot,hers irnd f<;rr soute reason or other
Iny u lother  seerned to th i r*c  th; r t  as the brot t rers were ablc,  t ley vnul< l
go anel get a jerb in a shol:, which vas the thing,tlrat roost boye elid elo _
you e i ther  got  a job on a nr i lkrua,r r ts  round,  or  r i t t r  a  6aker  ar  ass iet  insorrre $ort of si 'rop. iJe ;rrl r+etrt into a tlutcherr s. shop, and at tne agsof  e leverr  r  s tar tcd;rs  a i lurch*r ' is  bcy,  r*h ich mei l i r t  r i r ; . t ; ;  i "  t " .
evenings cut t ing: l r l  th*  new$paFer in to s l ; r lps reat ly  for  wrapping themeaf , .

i l i d  you  de l i ver  rueat ,  a rs  we l l  "?

f 'rom eleven I worketl  a3 a boy i l r  the
i n t o  t h t l  s h o p ,  t a v i n g  l e f t  s c h s o l  a t
a  q u a l i f i e d  h u t c h e r ,  b u t  i t  t a l < e s  a
butcher, even in those d.a.ys,

sirop ;rnd therr at fourteran I !rent,.
fourteen, then f became, f t,hought,

lonq t ime to beconre a qual i f ied

'f lte firrn uirat r workerl for, na.me of l{. }1. I3ass & Co., trad five or $ixs l tops i r r  the aree by the t i rne that  I  had f in isheel .

At the age of seventeen the fint bought mechanic;rL rno.f;r.rr trarispnrt antlthat was a vehicle cerllecl , as far as r c€rn renenrlrer, an rsot:r Fr;rncini,a ' ' i  i tar l ian,  r+el l  i t  weruld t*ve t reerr  an i ta l ian t ts l ls  i i 'yc*o in  thoeedays- lJell, i t was cuvrverted fron a car to a c0lnfnercirrl vetricler withti le rrheers retnoved:rnd sprockets purt. on where thel rslreel$ werer 
"rrui**"put  to  a dead axre at  the bmcls- ,  wi r ic t r  inc identa l ly  was a th ic lc  wood axle lthicll woocl deael a'xle anel from thnt t iay I did all t lrs rnarket rrorlc forld"  t i *  IJass & Co.

rN'ti i l{vrl ' j l t l i t{: r 'Jh;rt werre tlre cusr.uruers l ike, ruol,t of y.our cugtornern ?

$itt '  I 'YATT; oh, they werr: really rri.ce people, but rny contact rsith custoners, of

a . . . | . ' . . / 3 .
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I NTliltVIlit{ii}i:

htlt, PYATTi

I NTul(V I t,.i-hl]l{ I

}II(" PY,ITT:

I Ntl:ltvl Uidu]t $

Mk" I'YA'l"fi

1N'I'IirrVI!lt{$R:

}if{. PYA?T:

I NTTJI]V UJTiH}t :

l l l t . PYATTI

I N ftiitvl tit;til( r

I'J}.i,. PYA?T:

0h, sarne ag
rsi th tlie r I I
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col l rssr  f i rs t  s tar ted rshen r  wi i$  abotr t  t l re lve lvherr  i t  was the butcherrsbnyls job on a Saturday ruorrrirrg to go to the shop ancl a basket wourcl bef i l l ed  w i t l r  o r r Je rs ,  a lmos . t  as  heavy  as  t he  boy , i r nse l f r .  anc l  you rd  seeT.rn walk i*g a long thu roer t l  wi th i t  .est ing on t , i "  h ip i t  o .u *o-n** . ry ,arrd del iver  f l re  rneat  to  <{ i f f .erent  p, .opte.

l ly furthest contact was tlown ljraclthorse Ltrne to the,Granger, a big housecal led r rhe Granger brr t  th ; r t  meant  a r ic le  orr  the t r iun;  a hal fpe*ny r idoon tlre tratn, frols James $treet lJtation to lrrorcester. I loatl , cloucester.I ( r :ad where the t rarns ran,  anct  g l ra i t  was the beginning of  I l i l le t  Lanevhich w:re tl ir ln a reatl ly ccuntr-y srera withr f ls far ag r renr*rnb,er, theonly p lace i l ra t  I  r "erueurber  i l rarr  o i l  l ; r rnpn st i r r  
" " i " **u- ; ; " ; ; - ; * r***t lark.

l ly  whole t i r r re at  the butchsrs wa$ *  re*r l lv  gorgeou$ t i 'e .  F ieat  j '  .t t ro*e { l i r rys wir r i  so p lent i fu l  that  nobody werr t  wi thout  rneat ,  thr ;  nreat  atfourpe*ce a pou^cl, as it was in those days. n*herrever you ,arl a mear
i t  wa * r  * l r r r + r ys  r n .a t .  

r - v  *q  q  r . sq r

vJns a lu t  of  i t  rocarry k i l red or  r {as i t  brougtr t  in  f ror*  *uts ide ?

| lost  0f  i t  r ras Argerr t ine,  Aruent j . r re rueat .  Argent ine nas I j r i ta inssuppl i "er  of  rusat  in  t l iose days and l rav ing lost  the, t rgent ine-r r " ; r  t radotodayr  to r ry  ur i 'd  i is  t r re posi t io*  that  hre are in  ae r i r  *s  *or , r iscor tcer 'ned

Yot t  rvere work i r rg for  t l re  butchers t i r l  twenty four . ,  t /h ; r t  * l ic l  you doaf ter  that  ?

r applietl for n job witir the Lonclorr Gencr:ir l onnibus corupany and theywere then adver t is i r rg in  the r i r le iws c l r ronicret ,  the paper do*s nor  n ' r*ex is t r  ferr  f iv*  r ru 'dret r  t l r ivcrrs  . f  huarvy vel r ic les,  two .years heavyvehicle drivirrg, and r got t;rkr*n on at Loridon Tranxport arr6 r+orked inthe local  Leyton.Garage fc i r  fo : . ty  yenrs,  ; rs  a bus e l r iver ,

You exlrerienced tluite ;r f*w clurnges during ti-r;rt per.iocl, rvlxrt kirrrl ofb u s e s  d i t t  y o u  $ t a r t  o i . f  u n  , l  
' - - - - - '

r  s tar tec l  of f  rv i th  a rur  type,  sor id tyrer i ,  no wind;crer ln? no ser f - .s tar terr  s tar t i 'g  ra 'd le,  when i t  r .a i .ed yotr  just  put  a canv;rs  up infront nf yer ferce anrrl r*he' it gnoweti th$ sriord blocked yer eyes out.

Arr r l  how long wrrs your  route on t t ror ie  e€i r ly  r lJ t  buses. ,

t itey erre toclay, sii"ure a* they are today, my f. irst route
t,ype ri/as frorn l lourerton to l lutney on the ?2,s"

Ar-rd lrcrv lorrg clitl that talce ,l

Approxinurtely an hour and a querrte::, r suppose. the speert torJay sxceedethe epoed of years agd, but i rhirrlr the ti ' ies were covered jus.[ as werr,becau'sr :  the motor  t raf ; f . " ic  t . r ic t r r r t  ex i$Lr  but  t ruf f ic  was as busy in  thoeet layr  because there ur&s r1o t raf f ic  I ig l r ts ,  ner  c<ln.bro l  on raany cnossing$,no buo,  s tops e i 'Lher*  t l ran l i f r i te  s l*ps,  which . , *s  an actual  s t '1r ,  and i fp*r i$enlJers requi ret l  the i r -  i rus they just  l ra i led i t  in  any par t . f  thestreet  arrd the bus stappet l ,

You alrrays ctict stop for thern ?

oh yes, ye,s- trie reglu.latiorrg ver-e str.ict on buses i '  those cl.ys.Y e r  d r e s s r a d  t o  b e  p e r f e c t ,  y e r  s h o e s  r a d  t ' b e  c r e a n ,  y e r  u h i t e  c o a t srad t* be wlrite and in the suliri 'er t irue yer hat had to be covercd witha wtrite rat c'ver, no ciriver was ;r ' lor+eri t '  work yith'ut,.
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IN'ff iRVrllvtt l{r" Did flre early buses break-down very often T

l i l l t '  1 :y11- ' :  Not  as of ten as yourd t l r ink.  l , ' ronr  t l re  beginning the ear ly  buses were
real ly  wel l  ruainta i r tec l  because t . t re rns intenance o i  ear ly  buses yas as
rnuctr a.s p*r.t of t lre bus q,ork a.s the ,t lr iving, merely because gre ruan in l
the nruue nf Lord Ashfield knew whtrt he was cloing wtren re introcluced the
Lorrdort f ienersl Ornnibue Conrprrny a,c e complet* outfit foi- tfre fuse$ in 

-

Lerrrdon.

INTSI{VIH lrfri i t:

MIT. PYATT:

]}iTDITYIW$IT:

l"lit. llYAfit'i

I NTHlrVl rltistt ;

M}T. PYAT'I';

l " ih ; t t  d id you do about  road vor l (s t  ancl  d iggingr  up of  the roacl  i r r  var ioug
stages, what was i"t rike whe* you were tlr iving in the early days ?

'r rionltthiri lq that the rotlci vorks of today aro any more than tlrey were
in the days when we first started driving ruotor$ on t,he roatl , becausE :we corupeted witlr trarns in those rlays, arrd the tranways, nrostly ci.rbbls-
stonssr  had to be mainter ined and wi ienever a t ramway rvas.being repai red
so i t  meant  s ingle l i t re  t raf f ic  wi th just  enougtr  roou for  a b ls  to get
through Lrecause they usual.ly rnacie enough 

"oorn 
io" a. horse and cart io

5o thr 'ough,  in  t i togt :  earr ly  t luys.  tJut ,  I  do bel ieve tSat  road worhg
were just 's  busyl  in  fact1 i l rey wcre t r rerh i rps busi .er  in  those t lays-
because the ner ,*  s ty le of  roads were being in t roduced.  i {ooo b locke'
were l;hen one of ttre roads th;lt r.,ere made and they dtd fin<I, I believe, .
that t ltey were suclt a $erious ltazard as far as skidding wae concernsd,
that t lr*y were retuovetl arrd rrrf iep t] ie tar.inac Carne intg exigtence msst
r :oads r*ere tannaced wi t r r  the ek i t l -proof ,  top that  they put  o ' today.

.i 'as ther'e any rivalry between you ;rrrd ttre traro-drivers ?

we l l  t he re  \ das  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  r r . ve i l r y  because  the  -  i t  was  * l l  i n  good
fun real ly  -  because eve. tual ty  l t  a t l  carne together .  f te  rac l  to  be
pals in the end; but as frlr :rs t lre tranrs anrl buscs were corrcer.ned there
were ciccetsions vhere a bus I eidntl t roorn to pars & .tram becauge the tr,arns
5rullett in to the sicle of t,he road, lrut you clid your best to gert in frontof  the t rams so t t rar t  you wasr t r  L hel t l  up by h im. l lu t  the t r* , , , * -** .* - " -
got i -send in the days of  the Lorr t l ,n  fog.  r f  you got  behina a t ram you
ktlew that te rrclurtl take y'u where yourd lrorlna go, providing rer wasnrt
go ing  *n  a  d i f f e ren t  rou te  t o  you ,  t hen  you ro  i i na ' you r "e r i  i , r ; ; ; -  

-

;"";: ::":":""" ,, i 'ruen ?

i \ot  rea. t lyr  r lo '  i t  d ic int t  i rappen" My ear l iest  inc ident  of  not  knowing
ny wayr r supposer was on the 1! serwice, r rvas rJriving a rl i lr type buo
o$ the L$ service from Forest {jate rrnd I knew nry vay all arousA uast
Londol t ,  but  when r  go '  Lo -  we a lways turned arouno the l i t t le  turn ings
wh&re the truses turn there - ruyserf ;rntr the cond.uctor, that were both
*ew to the jobr rad no i.dea wher* we !/eror so on the firgt stop r eaid
to a schaolboy, l lDo you krror* where t 'rtese bucss go ?r! he said rry""rrr 8or  said,  t r lJe l l  c*me ancr  s i t  u ; r rere wi t r r  nerr  and r  gave r im a r"" "  l io*
and we found ourselves at the encl of the 15 ronte.
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